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Dear Friends in Christ,

One of the issues that regularly comes up in the parish is letters of eligibility for Godparents and
sponsors for Baptism and Confirmation. These letters, that the sponsor’s local parish, where they
live would supply, usually has the perspective Godparent/sponsor attesting that they are a practicing
Catholic in good standing living a sacramental life and eligible to be a Godparent/sponsor while the
parish attests that the person is a registered parishioner. When picking Godparents/sponsors we
should be choosing people who are mature and practicing their Faith — meaning they should be at
least 16 years of age, attend Mass regularly, if married they are married in the Catholic Church living
a sacramental life — it should be someone trying to live their Catholic Faith. Obviously, none of us are
perfect, but a sponsor should be attempting to live out his/her Catholic Faith.

When choosing a Godparent/sponsor, we are choosing someone who is practicing their Faith. The
Godparent/sponsor is to be a witness to the Catholic Faith to the person they are sponsoring. We
shouldn’t just be picking a brother or a sister or a friend — especially if they are not making an attempt
to live out the Catholic Faith. We should be picking family members and friends who are making the
attempt to live the Catholic Faith. That just makes sense — if they are representing the Catholic Church
as a Godparent/sponsor, they should be actually practicing the Catholic Faith.

It is also really important that once a person leaves their family household that they register in the
local parish where they are living. This is important for many reasons — it shows a connection to your
local parish where a person will be attending Mass, where children might be baptized, where children
could attend religious education, etc.

As an example, if someone was raised here at Nativity and received Baptism, Holy Communion and
Confirmation here when they were a child but now the person is 31 years old and living in Boston,
the Church of the Nativity is not where the person should be registered since they live nowhere near
the parish — we cannot supply a letter of eligibility for someone who is no longer living in our parish.
They should be registered in their local parish in Boston and if he/she needs a letter of eligibility,
should obtain the letter from their current local parish.

The same goes for if a person is now living in Morristown, or Rochester or Pennsylvania — they would
need to register in their local parish where they want to practice their Faith. It’s those parishes that
would supply letters of eligibility to be a Godparent/sponsor, if the person is a practicing Catholic in
good standing living a sacramental life.

Being a Godparent/sponsor is a privilege. | encourage all our families to search out Godparents/
sponsors who are practicing our Catholic Faith.

God Bless,
Father Chris



